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I. Introduction 
 A.   Jesus and peace 
  1.   Biblical witness 
   a.   Isaiah 9:6-7 = Prince of Peace; of the increase of His government and of peace 

there will be no end (gov’t overreach?) 
   b.   Luke 2:14 = peace on Earth upon His arrival 
   c.   Ephesians 2:14 = Jesus Himself is our peace 
  2.   Biblical ideal of peace  
   a.   Complete or whole; a stone that has a perfect shape with no cracks; something 

complex with lots of pieces in a state of completeness 
   b.   Life is complex, constantly in motion fluid with relationships and situations. 

When any of these are out of alignment or missing, our peace breaks down. We 
are no longer whole and are in need of restoration. 

*To bring peace means to make complete or to restore. 
  3.   Jesus as our peace 
   a.   Jesus made peace (completion/wholeness) between humanity and God when He 

died and rose from the dead. 
   b.   Jesus calls us to be at peace and to create peace through humility, patience, and 

bearing with others in love. 
  4.   Peace is not just the absence of conflict but requires taking what is broken and 

restoring it to wholeness whether that be lives, relationships, or the world. That’s 
what Jesus did. 

 B.   We don’t have a pandemic problem. We don’t have a prejudice problem. We don’t even 
have a political problem. We have a peace problem. We have seen in no uncertain 
terms this year that this world is not whole but in dire need of restoration. That is why 
we are setting our focus on Jesus as peace this Christmas season. 

II. Peace in the unplanned: something not planned; interruption; detour 
 A.   Planning our lives 
  1.   Calendars, planners, organizers; short-, mid-, and long-range planning–we have our 

ideal lives planned out 
  2.   We don’t like things unpredictable. We don’t like unanticipated change. We want to 

know exactly where things are going and what to expect. We want everything 
programmed, right in place. Whether positive or negative, if we didn’t plan it, there 
is a stress of adjusting.  

*So, what happens to peace when our plans are shattered? If Jesus is our peace, what does it 
say about our relationship when peace departs with the arrival of the unknown? 
 B.   The unplanned birth of Jesus 
  1.   Mary (Luke 1:26-38) 

   a.   What we know: very young woman; tribe of Judah, descendant of David; saved 
herself for marriage; engaged to a poor carpenter from Nazareth 

   b.  Told by Gabriel that she would bear a son without the man she’s engaged to. 



 

 

*no matter how you look at it, this is a peacebreaker  
  2.   Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25) 
   a.   Finds out Mary is pregnant 
   b.   Reaction: didn’t believe Mary’s story; not part of his plan; however, did not want 

to future embarrass or hurt her, so he decided to quietly divorce her (could have 
had her stoned for unfaithfulness); again, a solid peacebreaker 

*For Mary and Joseph, the plans they had were violently interrupted and that’s probably 
understated. 
  3.   What we do with the unplanned 
   a.   Denial: ignore, pretend, as you were mentality 
   b.   Deaden: medicate, alter our reality with other things 
   c.   Dispose: get rid of and move on 
   d.   Defeat: overcome and push through holding tightly to our plans 
 C.   Pursuit of peace in the unplanned 
  1.   Preparation for peace in the unplanned 
   a.   Surrender (Mary) 
    1)  Knew what the angel told her but also understood the cultural consequences 
    2)  Surrendered herself to God as His willing servant  
*Mary experienced the grace of God and believed the Word of God and therefore could be 
used by the Spirit to accomplish the will of God. When we choose to surrender our plans to 
God, then we take the position that accepts the peace of God. 
   b.   Obedience (Joseph) 
    1)  Gave up his rights and chose to obey God’s direction 
    2)  Went through with the marriage and did not touch Mary until she had the 

baby. 
*Joseph not only chose to obey contrary to his plans but accepted the cultural consequences 
and gave up the right that came with marriage until God’s work was done. 
  2.   Process of peace in the unplanned 
   a.   Prayer: guidance, courage, help; if you’re not praying, you’re not pursuing peace 

(prayer; 6:30; Tuesday) 
   b.   Perspective: temporal vs eternal; what might God be doing? 
   c.   Providence: nothing “unplanned” for God, nor is anything impossible to redeem 

for my transformation and good 
  3.   Perspective of peace in the unplanned (reminders) 
   a.   God’s love for you will never change (permanent to build your life on it; God 

cannot love you anymore than He already does) 
   b.   God’s Word will never change 
    1)  In spite of all the cultural change and differences over thousands of years, it 

has managed to remain true and relevant. 
    2)  It has been attacked by dictators, ridiculed by critics, burned, and outlawed, 

but it has outlasted all of that. 
   c.   God’s ultimate purpose will never change. 
    1)  God is at work in human history. 
    2)  God is equally at work in your life. 



 

 

    3)  He will be faithful to His plan for humanity and His plan for you. 
III. Plan for peace 
 A.   Reality 
  1.  We cannot really plan our lives because we cannot control the factors that influence 

us.   
   a.   Not an excuse to live irresponsibly  
   b.   We recognize that “many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the 

purpose of the Lord that will stand.” (Proverbs 19:21) 
  2.   If we are unwilling to surrender and obey God, then we are trading peace for a 

charade of control. 
   a.  We will not be at peace and will not create peace until we step fully into this. 
   b.  We tend to want God’s peace and our plans. We can’t have both. 
 B.   Questions 
  1.   Are you preparing for God’s peace in the midst of your plans? 
  2.   Are you working through the process of God’s peace or working at holding on to 

your plans? 
  3.  Are you anchored in the truth of God that brings His peace? 
 
  


