
 

 

Reminders August 23, 2020 
Series, “2 Peter” Pastor Kyle Belden 
2 Peter 1:12-21 
 
Intro 
Continuing our conversation from last week 
 
Remember these things 
 

What you have seen 
Experience 
What you can know 
Scripture  

 
Peter goes into parent mode, grandparent mode even. Come over here, let me tell you some things.  
 
Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are 
established in the truth that you have. (2 Peter 1:12) 
 
(Virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection and love.) 
 
I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up [pump you up] by way of reminder,          
(2 Peter 1:13) 
 
Reminders don’t usually pump me up. Usually new information pumps me up, and probably the 
Peter we see in the Gospels would agree with that. But in his age and wisdom, Peter is taking a 
different approach. He says here that the things that will make us passionate about God are things 
we actually already know and he just wants to remind us of them. 
 
since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to 
me. And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall 
these things. (2 Peter 1:14-15) 
 
Ever had a parent that just has these catch phrases? 
(Stories. Me- Does she love Jesus? Megan- Just do the next right thing!) 
Peter’s legacy 
As you hear more and more ideas that do not line up with Jesus 
I want to remind you of two things 
1. What I have seen 
2. What we can know 
Christ's Glory and the Prophetic Word 
 
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and 



 

 

glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, 
for we were with him on the holy mountain. (2 Peter 1:16-18) 
 
And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. And He was transfigured before them, and His clothes became radiant, intensely 
white, as no one on Earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and 
they were talking with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us 
make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what to 
say, for they were terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the 
cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw 
anyone with them but Jesus only. (Mark 9:2-9) (also in Luke and Matthew) 
 
This was an eyewitness experience Peter had with Jesus in all of His God-ness and at the end of his 
life he is still thinking about it. I don’t want to read into things, but I would venture to say it was on 
the front of his mind his whole life. How in the world could that experience not change you? Was he 
perfect? No, but guaranteed that was a significant moment in his life, for the rest of his life. And he 
takes the time to remind these Christians. He says, “Jesus is worth it. One of the reasons I know that 
is because of what I have experienced.” I think the same challenge applies to us. 
 
That as we walk through life, we need to constantly remind ourselves of what we have seen, what 
we have experienced. 
We are not Peter. We didn’t experience Jesus just like this. He didn’t lead us up to a mountain or 
anything. But Jesus was clear that he was sending the HOLY Spirit so that we could experience Him. 
A life lived for Jesus is experiential in nature. Make no doubt about that.  
And maybe even that phrase makes you feel weird, like, “Wait are we just following our emotions 
now? What about the Bible?” 
Maybe we have seen the experiential side of things be abused and that certainly can happen. But  
Every follower of Jesus has had an experience with Him. Otherwise why would you follow Him. We 
have all had a moment or a series of moments in our lives where we got to see God in a new way, 
we got to experience Him in ways that were unexplainable and significant.  
Maybe it was highly emotional. Maybe not 
Maybe it was with others, maybe alone. 
Maybe it was exactly when you expected it, and maybe it caught you by surprise. 
It can look different, but one constant is it changed you and you can’t forget it. 
Even if you’re not a Christian, you may have had one. 
Story - Kid at Encounter- trying so hard to ignore the Holy Spirit. 
 
Peter reminds them of what he saw. 
He says to us today to remember what you have seen. Because when we remember the 
experiences we have had with Jesus, it gives us strength for the here and now. 
When we are anxious, we need to remember the peace we have experienced with Jesus. 
When temptation is overwhelming, we need to remember the strength that we have experienced 
with Jesus. 



 

 

When the pressure is too much, we need to remember the endurance and perseverance we have 
experienced in Jesus.  
When we get full of ourselves, we need to remember the humility we have experienced in Jesus. 
 
Peter implores these Christians and us. “Remind yourself of what you have seen and experienced”, 
but that’s not all he says. 
 
He also says remind yourself of what you can know. 
 
There is a lot we can’t know about God and how He works but there is a lot we CAN know 
 
And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as 
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:19-21) 
 
All the authors/prophets point to Jesus in a way that makes sense. 
Story - Coronavirus 
1/4 of the Bible was prophetic when it written. 
Predicted things that hadn’t happened when it was written 
Out of 1,000 prophecies in the Bible, 500 have been fulfilled 
Jesus fulfilled over 300 the prophecies in the Old Testament. 
Some He did on purpose. 
Some He didn’t have any control over- where He was born, how He would die.  
Lamp shining in a dark place 
Ever try to navigate a dark room-kind of can, ish 
Story - My experience this morning 
Peter is saying don’t ignore the lamp, don’t stumble around in the dark when a light is right here. 
Use it. 
The Bible has never been more available, accessible, understandable. Yet many of us keep 
wandering around stubbing our toes.  
Peter says be encouraged by what you can know, and let it strengthen and test what you have 
experienced.  
 
He is advocating this balance of experience and knowledge 
 
Close with this: 
Maybe spiritual maturity is less about learning more and more new things (if we just have one new 
thing then it would all click), and more about really knowing the things we have learned.  
Here is our challenge for this week 
Take time to intentionally remember what you have seen 
Take time to intentionally remember what you can know. 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
Studying and mastering subjects can be a source of pride and a way of seeking acclaim. By contrast, knowing and 
understanding the Word of God is humbling and leads to praising God. Reading and understanding the Bible is 
paramount to the spiritual health of a believer. A believer can apply that understanding and in doing so, they will 
experience God’s revelation of Himself and will be able to stand firm when their faith is questioned or threatened 
by false teachings. 

  
 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 

 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
  
C.S. Lewis said, “We have to be continually reminded of what we believe. No belief will automatically remain alive in 
the mind. It must be fed.” Peter was determined to keep reminding Christians of familiar truths to keep them alert. He 
felt he would die soon and wanted believers even then to be able to recall his teachings, which were based on his 
eyewitness account of Jesus and Who He is. Peter’s experience confirmed Old Testament prophecies concerning 
Christ’s coming and majesty. Peter affirmed the Scriptures’ accuracy, reliability, and divine origin and inspiration. The 
apostles’ interpretation of them also came from God. 
 

  
12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the 
truth that you have. 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 since I 
know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And I will make 
every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 16 For we did not 
follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, and 
the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well 
pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from Heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 

 
Why do you think we need to be reminded of spiritual truths so often? 
 
What are some ways believers today can keep reminding one another of the basic 
doctrines of the Christian faith? 
 

1 If you could learn how to master one field of study, what would it be and why? 

2 In your own words, what is the purpose of the Bible? Why is studying it important for the Christian? Why is 
Scripture foundational to what the Church does and who the Church is? 

1 Someone read 2 Peter 2:12-18. 

REMINDERS  

2 PETER 1:12-21 
AUGUST 23, 2020 | PASTOR KYLE BELDEN 



Sermon Discussion Guide 

Believers had received instructions concerning sound Christian doctrine. The truths about 
which Peter wrote were not new to Christians. Yet he stated he always would remind them of 
those truths. The phrase these things refers to what he had written in 1:3-11. Peter 
acknowledged they knew those teachings and were steadfastly holding to the truth, but he 
was resolved to go on reminding them of basic Christian doctrines at every opportunity. 

 
Why is it important that the apostles were eyewitnesses of Jesus (verses 16-18)? How 
does this impact their ministry? 
 

Peter stressed he would make every effort to have believers be able to recall (or recount) 
Christian truths after his departure. Peter was determined to make possible either their calling 
to remembrance those teachings or their telling them to others. His letter, retained and reread, 
would enable them to do so. Peter wanted believers to have what they needed to remain 
faithful after he was gone. 

 

   
These final verses of chapter one deal with the false teachers. Despite such teachers, we can know the 
truth about God. The word of the prophets refers to the writings of the entire Old Testament, not 
simply the prophets. In making reference to this, Peter expressed his complete confidence in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. 

 
6 Now the Lord God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7 But when dawn 
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8 When the sun 
rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 
faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to 
Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to 
die.” 10 And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which 
there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 
much cattle?” 
 

We just discussed why it was important that the apostles witnessed Jesus first-hand. 
Why is it also important that their witness confirmed the Old Testament? 
 
If you were asked how the Bible differs from other religions’ sacred texts, how would 
you respond? What convinces you God inspired the Scriptures? 

 
Peter emphasized that everything in the Scriptures originated with God. God’s spokesmen did 
not generate prophecies on their own; rather, prophets spoke God’s messages as they were 
moved by His Spirit. God used humans to speak for Him, but their messages came from Him. 
The Scriptures’ prophecies were accurate, and the prophets’ (and the apostles’) interpretations 
of them were correct. Thus, the Scriptures were completely trustworthy. 
 
We can affirm the Gospel’s truth by believing what God inspired biblical writers to pen. We 
demonstrate our gratitude to God for inspiring and preserving the Scriptures by diligently, 
consistently studying and applying them. 

 
 

2 Someone read 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
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 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 Why is it important to understand the truth of Scripture? Why is it important to live in that truth 
each day? What does “living in that truth” look like? 

 

2 

Kyle pointed out that 1) an understanding of Jesus that only stays as knowledge is lacking and 2) an 
understanding of Jesus that depends on spiritual moments and emotions is also lacking. Both are 
needed to have a secure understanding of Who Jesus is and how we can live more like Him. Do you 
tend to lean toward knowledge of Scripture or your spiritual experiences? What would it look 
like for you to be more balanced in these two areas? 

 
3 How can you rely on Scripture to lead you to live more like Jesus this week? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Close in prayer, thanking God for the truth of His Word and its inspiration. Pray that we would stand firm on 
the truths of Scripture and not give our minds over to false teaching. Ask God to increase our love for Him, 
His Word and our devotion to Him in our day to day lives. 
 
 NEXT WEEK 
 

2 PETER 2:1-9 
Read 2 Peter 2:1-9 before Sunday and your home group. Join us in-person this Sunday at 9 am in the Park 
area at CrossPoint. You can register to come to the service starting the Tuesday morning before each 
Sunday at cpmodesto.org. You can also join us online for our livestream at 9 am or 10:45 am at 
cpmodesto.org or on our Facebook page. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week.  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How to Use this Discussion Guide 
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and living like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 
With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressure to read all the content during your group discussion or to hit on all the 
questions. The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content 
from the guide you feel will help your group grow in Gospel community.  
 
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and 
guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 
Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
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 COMMENTARY 
 

2 PETER 1:12-21 
 

1:12. Believers had received instructions concerning sound Christian doctrine. The truths about which Peter wrote were not new to 
Christians. Yet he stated he always would remind them of those truths. The phrase “these things” refers to what he had written in 1:3-11. 
Believers could be certain he was resolved to go on reminding them of basic Christian doctrines at every opportunity. Peter acknowledged 
they knew those teachings and were steadfastly holding to the truth. 
 
1:13. Peter considered his reminding believers of Christian truths to be his duty as an apostle—the correct or proper thing for him to do. The 
phrase this bodily tent (tabernacle) literally is “this tent,” a temporary dwelling place. The phrase symbolically referred to the physical body 
with its frailty and brief lifespan. The term “tent” also underscores Peter’s emphasis that the Christian life is a pilgrimage, a journey toward 
the heavenly home. The phrase was a reminder that physical existence is a prelude to eternity in God’s immediate presence. As long as he 
lived, Peter intended to wake (stir) Christians up with continuing reminders concerning how they were to live as believers. 
 
1:14. Peter conveyed a sense of urgency because he felt his death was near. The Greek term rendered “soon” also can mean “suddenly,” 
referring to a quick and violent death. The Greek word translated “lay aside” was used of removing clothing. His meaning is clear. Either in 
the near future or suddenly and violently, Peter would exchange a temporary tent (physical body) for a permanent dwelling place, God’s 
eternal Kingdom. Peter’s statement that Jesus had shown him the manner of his death likely recalls the incident in John 21:18-19 in which 
Jesus predicted Peter would be martyred. 
 
1:15. Peter stressed he would make every effort (be diligent, strive earnestly) to have believers be able to recall (or recount) Christian truths 
after his departure. The phrase “at any time” can be translated “when the need arises.” Peter was determined to make possible either their 
calling to remembrance those teachings or their telling them to others. His letter, retained and reread, would enable them to do so. Peter 
wanted believers to have what they needed to remain faithful after he was gone. 
 
1:16. The Gospel Peter and others (we) proclaimed was trustworthy. The churches were founded on solid apostolic teachings. The Gospel 
was not based on or composed of cleverly contrived myths. The Greek term rendered “myths” means “fables,” “fictions,” or “stories.” Peter 
declared the Gospel was not an ingenious fabrication but was absolute truth. Gospel heralds had proclaimed the power and coming of the 
Lord (Deity) Jesus (Savior) Christ (Messiah). The word “power” may refer to Christ’s ability to save people or to His sovereign might as the 
risen Lord. The term “coming” could apply to the incarnation or to Christ’s return. Peter stressed that he and other apostles were 
eyewitnesses of His majesty (Deity). 
 
1:17-18. Peter recounted the three apostles’ witnessing Jesus’ transfiguration (see Mark 9:2-8). They saw the brilliance of His Deity and 
heard the heavenly Father’s declaration of approval. Thus, the apostles’ teachings concerning Christ’s Deity came from firsthand experience, 
not from speculation or fabrication. Today, we can affirm the Gospel’s truth by recognizing the demonstrations of God’s power He allows us 
to witness. The greatest demonstration of that power is our experiencing and seeing the transforming power of His saving grace. 
 
1:19. Peter’s witnessing the undeniable demonstration of Christ’s Deity strongly confirmed the Old Testament’s messianic prophecies (the 
prophetic word). The prophecies were shown to be totally reliable. Believers would do well to pay attention to (give heed to) the Scriptures, 
which were comparable to a lamp shining in a dismal place. Peter stressed that in the dark, parched wasteland of paganism, the Scriptures 
provided believers illumination for Christian living. The Scriptures would do so until the day dawned and the morning star arose in believers’ 
hearts. The phrase “the day” likely referred to Christ’s return. The Greek term rendered “morning star” means “light-bearer.” It was applied to 
Venus, whose light preceded the dawn. Peter used the phrase to refer to Christ. In the background may be the messianic prophecy in 
Numbers 24:17 concerning a star that would come from Jacob. The morning star’s arising in believers’ hearts may refer to their joy when 
Christ returns or to the complete enlightenment He then will provide. 
 
1:20. Two major interpretations of 1:20-21 have been offered. (1) Peter refuted false teachers, who charged that the prophets 
misinterpreted visions and words from God. Of utmost importance (first of all) was that believers be convinced the Old Testament prophets’ 
interpretations of God’s messages to them were accurate. Peter asserted that no prophecy of Scripture came from one’s own interpretation. 
The Greek word translated “interpretation” literally means “loosening” or “untying,” as in the case of a hard knot. It can convey the idea of 
disclosure. Thus, both the messages the prophets received, and their interpretations of those messages, were from God and were accurate 
and trustworthy. (2) Peter condemned the false teachers for misinterpreting the Scriptures to support their views, thus denying the apostles’ 
correct interpretation. 
 
1:21. Peter emphasized that everything in the Scriptures originated with God. God’s spokesmen did not generate prophecies on their own; 
rather, prophets spoke God’s messages as they were moved (literally, “carried along,” inspired) by His Spirit. God used humans to speak for 
Him, but their messages came from Him. The Scriptures’ prophecies were accurate, and the prophets’ (and the apostles’) interpretations of 
them were correct. Thus, the Scriptures were completely trustworthy. 
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