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Series, “Our Inheritance” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Hebrews 12 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Our series and season 
  1.   Do you believe that God leans into your transformation through every situation? 
   a.   If you do, then everything you encounter has the potential to make you more like 

you or more like Jesus. 
   b.   If you don’t, then life is kind of a crapshoot. 
*You and I have to decide what we believe about God and His involvement in our lives and this 
world. 
  2.   Recap today 
   a.   Global viral pandemic (“It’s the flu”, “It’s a political power move”, “It’s a serious 

threat to human health and flourishing”); deep human divisions (race; ideology; 
honoring/obeying God) 

   b.   Window into church leadership 
    1)  Church families divided (Pastors polled: should we follow regulations? 9/10 

yes/36% strongly; Do what is best for our church regardless? 54% yes/14% 
strongly and 46% disagreed; I know from emails and conversations that our 
church is no different) 

    2)  Barna evolving findings (Pastors polled: will Covid increase or decrease 
peoples’ faith?) 

     -Covid increase faith of people = 50% yes/week 1; 27% yes/week 15 
     -Covid decrease the faith of people = 1% yes/week 1; 11% yes/week 15 
    3)  Pastors are bipolar... 
     -Exhausted, frustrated, anxious, powerless 
     -Grateful, determined, optimistic  
*We are in a season where things feel completely out of control. Here’s the problem with that 
feeling: things are not out of control. If we believe what we say we believe, then we are in a 
season that God intends to refine us: this is more about you becoming like Jesus and less about 
everything else. That doesn’t make everything else unimportant, it just prioritizes things. 
II. Inheritance: Endurance 
*How do we build a faith that can endure anything that is it confronted with? Our present 
inheritance that we experience in Jesus is a faith that endures. Endurance or perseverance comes 
from our eyes, hearts, and minds that are affixed on Jesus. 
 A.   Our eyes (vs 1-2) 
  1.   Looking back  
   a.   Every possible circumstance 
   b.   Hebrews 11:39-40; They endured because they knew there was something better. 
*They finished. They are waiting for us with longing and excitement! 
  2.   Looking up 
   a.   Founder and perfector 



 

 

   b.  Founder of faith, model for faith, and giver and sustainer of faith 
*Jesus is the doer/builder we are the receivers. 
  3.   Looking forward  
   a.   Joy set before 
   b.   We have the motivation to endure because, in Christ, God has set ultimate joy 

before us. 
Put a pin in that–I’ll be back. 
 B.   Our hearts (vs 3-17) 
  1.   What Jesus endured from “sinners”. 
   a.   Jesus was rejected (by His people), betrayed (by a friend), abandoned (by closest 

friends), mistreated (by the authorities), mocked (by the crowds), and saddened 
(with humanity). 

   b.   All of this culminated in His willing release of His own life for the life of others who 
didn’t deserve it. 

*If you are reading or hearing this then that means you have not endured to the extent Jesus did.  
You are not alone nor forgotten. As bad as it might be, you can endure. 
  2.  Secret of endurance (vs 5-11) 
   a.   We are naturally not like Jesus - untrained, immature, over-confident,                   

and impatient. 
   b.   God lovingly, as the perfect father, develops endurance in our faith              

through discipline. 
    1)  Enemy’s strategy: make me believe that the difficulties of life are proof that 

God does not love me. 
    2)  Reality: the difficulties we experience exist within God’s loving heart so that 

our faith endures and we finish the race. (“That’s all I can stands and I can’t 
stands no more.”) 

  3.   The enlightened heart (vs 12-17) 
   a.   The posture of encouragement and endurance (v 5) 
    1)  Running posture: head up, ears in line with shoulders, open shoulders,    

pulling them back, arms at 90 degrees, hands relaxed, tight core not 
scrunched down 

    2) Lift up your hands, strengthen knees, straight paths, good form 
*What is your posture today? 
   b.   Strive for peace AND holiness 
    1)  One or the other is not an option or at the dismissal of the other. 
    2)  We tend to gravitate toward what is most comfortable for us. 
   c.   Grace robbers - lack of spiritual diligence 
    1)  Bitterness, immorality, living for the world and the flesh (Esau) 
    2) Make sure that your heart is chasing after the right things and that begins with 

where we focus our eyes! 
 C.  Our mind (vs 18-29)  
*The way I act when I trust that God is acting for me. 
  1.   Like Esau (vs 18-25a) 



 

 

   a.  “No deal. Give me the single meal. You can have the inheritance of God” 
   b.   Don’t refuse God’s voice of promise and grace! 
  2.   Unlike Esau (vs 25b-28) 
   a.   Esau disposed the offer of Greece for short-term pleasure, be grateful for God’s 

grace and worship Him with reverence and awe 
   b.   The choice before me is that which can be shaken vs that which cannot (v 27). 
  3.  The more you know... 
   a.  God is a consuming fire 
   b.  What that means 
    1) Consume adversaries and refine as gold 
    2) Destruction and not deliverance; fragile faith, shakable     
  kingdom 
*Some would steal your opportunity for God to develop endurance  
III. What God is telling me... 
 A.  Quick review... 
  1.  Fragile faith; need endurance 
  2.  Faith tethered at too many points; Jesus with me and for me must be    
 enough 
 B.  Revelation: the difficulties I so want to disappear are there for my good   
 (specifically to build endurance into my faith) 
  1.  How do I process and benefit from the difficulties in my life?  Right    
 now? (Remember the pastors poll...) 
  2.  If we are not characterized by humility and love then we have not    
 chosen God’s design - full stop. 
 C.  Action: Hebrews 10:35-36; 11:39-40; 12:28-29 
  1.  Whatever it takes to not give up* (10:35-36) 
“Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of 
endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised.” 
**God gives endurance through our participation in the sufferings of Christ.  
  2.  Pre-experience (aroma) what lies ahead (11:39-40) 
“And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since 
God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.” 
**Unteather from the things that aren’t Jesus.  
  3.  Embrace what cannot be shaken (12:28-29) 
“Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer 
to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” 
**Remember what lasts.  


