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I. Introduction 
 A.   What makes up your faith? 
  1.   Did you take a serious look at your faith? Did you involve others to verify your          

own thoughts? 
  2.   My faith 
   a.   Vindication, older son expectation, resolution/hindsight, independence 
   b.  Still working things out 
  3.   Endurance–don’t give up or disqualify yourself 
 B.   Definition of faith 
  1.   Which one 
   a.   Express a strong desire or hope for something that is not easily attainable; a 

desire or hope for something to happen (wish) 
   b.   Strong belief based on a spiritual apprehension rather than proof (faith) 
*Neither is biblical faith. Let’s backtrack for a minute. 
  2.   Hebrews 10:34 
   a.   Believers imprisoned, others made hard decisions to identify with prisoners, still 

others to risk property joyfully (i.e. no  complaining or arguing) on account that they 
had a better and abiding possession. 

   b.   Point of faith: to produce a life that looks at the high price of love and then accepts 
that possibility joyfully and does what love demands no matter what (exactly in-
step with Jesus) 

   c.   A people who risk property (and even life) in order to bring the love of God to 
others. People who are free from their own culture’s assumptions about style, 
safety, wealth, leisure (for us, the American Dream). People who know there is 
one life to live and only what’s done in the name of Jesus and the eternal welfare 
of others will count in the end. 

*Faith gives a foundation to the hope that is the cornerstone of a radical, risk-taking, sacrificial 
love. 
  3.   Working understanding of faith: a people who have laid hold on the future reward of 

joy with God in a way that makes a difference now. 
II. The structure of faith (Hebrews 11) 
 A.   Biblical faith (vs 1-3) 
  1.   Assurance of things hoped for 
   a.   Assurance = nature, substance, reality, essence 
   b.   Faith grabs onto God so firmly that within that faith itself is the aroma of the 

goodness and perfection promised (aroma = sensing what that item actually 
tastes like). 

   c.   Faith doesn’t create what we hope for, faith spiritually seizes God and His 
promises (focus of faith is not what I want but what God promises). 



 

 

*Therefore, faith is not a “one day” notion, it pre-experiences God and His promises as a present 
reality. 
  2.   Conviction of things not seen 
   a.   Conviction = proof, evidence, argument  
   b.   Faith is spiritually seeing or perceiving God’s fingerprints on the things that He 

has made (v 3) 
   c.   We all look at the same evidence–some see God’s fingerprints and others don’t 

(example: hidden images in pictures) 
*My growing understanding of faith: faith is the pre-experiencing of God and His promises to the 
degree that I see God’s fingerprints on everything all the time. 
 B.   Illustrating faith (vs 4-28) 
  1.   Not having received, but having seen and greeted from afar and acknowledged 

themselves as exiles (v 13) 
   a.   Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, all died with assurance and conviction that all 

God’s promises were alive and certain. 
   b.   Pre-experienced God and His promises and saw His hand everywhere–even in 

their absence 
  2.   Link back and forward (v 16) 
   a.   Desired a better city  
    1)  Back to Hebrews 10:34 
    2)  Critical to faith is recognition that you are an exile, stranger, refugee in this land.  
*America and Heaven–which influence informs and has final say? 
   b.   God not ashamed to be called their God 
    1)  God prepared for them a city (redemption of our bodies). 
    2)  They desired that city (hearts treasured that over all this world has to offer). 
*Do I want God unashamed of me? 
  3. How do I get there? Great accomplishments? High moral achievement? 
   a. Nope.  Simply desire what He has prepared for you. 
   b. City of God over city of men 
   c. Heaven over Earth (American?) 
   d. God over everything else but God 
*Sometimes, this obedience feels like the end of a dream–your dream. 
   e. My dream is dying. I came here to my paradise and loved everything but then I got 

uncomfortable and for the first time, wanted to walk. Why? Because this was not 
my dream and the hits just keep on coming. 

*Faith sees the promises of God from afar and experiences a change of values so that I desire the 
promises above what the world has to offer. 
 C.   Accomplishment of faith (v39-40) 
  1.   Faith is forward facing in that God’s promises are always ahead of us. 
  2.   Did not receive, apart from us, not be made perfect 
   a.   The final perfected result of salvation of everyone who has surrendered to Jesus 

and gone before us (resurrection of the body, reign of Jesus in the new Earth, 



 

 

restoration of all things) will not happen without all God’s family at home           
and present. 

   b.  They have arrived home and are waiting because God says, “I won’t start     
without them.” 

*No one gets the glory of final perfection until everybody gets home! 
III. What God has been doing in me 
 A.   Revelation:  Our faith is tethered at too many points. 
  1.   Tether points are like invisible strings that connect us to anchors. 
   a.   We, as fallen human beings, have tethers to all kinds of things in life that are 

tearing us apart. (Not all bad and not all good, but we can’t flex in all directions.) 
   b.   When we surrender to Jesus, we must intentionally disconnect from all tethers 

and tether only to the anchor of Jesus. 
  2.   Biblical faith and my faith; courage, faith, leadership 
  3.   Questions: 
   a.   Is my faith dependent upon experiencing fulfillment now? 
   b.  What is my faith tethered to other than Jesus? 
 B.   Action: Jesus with me and for me must be enough. 
  1.   Are there things that could take place that would be it? 
   a.   What could I lose that would make me question my faith? 
   b.   What could I gain that would make me ask Jesus to wait? 
  2.  How can I adjust my heart so that it treasures Jesus above all and keeps its           

focus forward? 
   a.  If my faith is pure and truly tethered to Jesus alone, then it doesn’t matter how 

long this takes, my faith will endure. 
   b.  You and I have a better and abiding possession and we have examples of those 

who have endured to remind us of our inheritance. 
 


