
 

 

A New Humanity July 19, 2020 
Series, “Our Inheritance” Pastor Matt Whiteford 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Jesus is our inheritance 
  1.   One foundational thing Jesus brings us is reconciliation to one another. 
  2.   This morning we are going to jump to Ephesians 2 and next week we’ll be back to 

Hebrews 11. 
*I want to share my heart with you. I want to share what God has been challenging me with 
regarding people–my attitudes and assumptions. 
 B.   Some grace 
  1.   Grace to set aside your thoughts until after we are done. I know the temptation to 

formulate a defense or response before I’ve even heard the whole message. 
  2.   Grace to let me only say what I say 
   a.   “So then you are saying ...” 
   b.   If I don’t actually say it, it might be best not to assume I would. 
II. Ephesians 2:11-22 
 A.   Once upon a time (vs 11-12) 
  1.   Great divide 
   a.   Covenant pole of God (circumcision) 
   b.   The world that stood outside the covenant (uncircumcision) 
*Not the surgical operation but the rite of entry into the Mosaic covenant 
  2.   More than nationalism 
   a.   Separated from Christ 
   b.   Commonwealth vs citizen of Israel  
    1)  Not thinking national Israel but of faithful Jews living according to a theocracy 
    2)  God never has a whole nation but individuals who are grafted in, called to 

make up a community the sees Him as King and Father 
Point #1: The nature of fallen humanity is separation from each other and competition with each 
other. 
 B.   Jesus (vs 13-18) 
  1.   Horizontal reconciliation (vs 13-15) 
   a.   Jesus’ blood conquers the separation and competition between people.  
   b.   Nothing short of total surrender to Jesus is the only pathway to actual peace. 
*Peace is an indicator of your degree of surrender to Jesus. 
   c.   Jesus’ act destroyed the hostile division between people that led to separation and 

competition. 
   d.   If in Christ, we are a new humanity! That is our inheritance, a new humanity that 

no longer functions like the fallen humanity. 
  2.   Vertical (vs 16-18) 
   a.   Jesus’ blood also conquers the sin that condemns us before God. 
*Hostility on two fronts–horizontal and vertical. Jesus settles both. 



 

 

   b.   Again, Jesus is the key to peace between me and God. 
   c.   Jesus brings us all to the same level and the same access/intimacy with our Father 
Point #2: The life and work of Jesus removed the hostility that defined humanity’s relationships 
(with God and each other). 
  3.   But now (vs 19-22) 
   a.   Those who have surrendered themselves to Jesus are now family in the same 

household. Citizens with saints and members of a household. 
   b.   We are held together by the redemptive plan of God carried out by Jesus Christ. 
   c.   Corporately, we are a dwelling place for God by the Holy Spirit. 
Point #3: Those who have surrendered to Jesus are, collectively, God’s home in this world. 
III. What God is teaching me 
 A.   Human hostilities (intentional verbiage–back to what Paul describes), drilling down  
  on racial hostilities 
  1.   Confronted with my instinctive, white, evangelical reaction against the idea of 

structural racism or systemic racism. Not that I assume it only exists in whites and 
evangelicals, but that is what describes me and the groups that I am most familiar 
with and related to most closely. 

  2.   What I’m beginning to see and would like you to consider 
   a.   If our mind is Bible-saturated, we would be absolutely amazed if structural racism 

was not pervasive where sin is pervasive. 
*Bible-shaped people should expect to see structural racism almost everywhere in a fallen world. 
 -Structural racism is no less prevalent than its siblings: structural pride, structural greed, 
 structural lust, and structural fear. These are all embedded in every corner of society   
 and culture (entertainment, advertising, economics, laws, politics, philosophy). 
*Understand the depth of this truth: every good thing is affected 
 B.   Racism focuses on non-essential differences.  
  1.   Race: not scientifically or sociologically defined but appearance, a group of people 

distinguished primarily by skin color, but also facial features and hair types. 
*David. Outward appearance vs the heart. We have an outward bias toward people perceived 
like us. 
  2.   Racism: feeling, belief, or practice that values one race over other races or devalues 

one race between others. 
*A dominate, like group will knowingly or unknowingly value what is natural or familiar to them. 
  3.   Structural racism: cumulative effects of racist feelings, beliefs, and practices that 

become embodied and expressed in a given culture (policies, procedures, norms, 
assumptions, values, narratives, etc.) 

*The typical church does not reflect the biblical truth of the accomplishment of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus in that the norm is not racially diverse bodies.   
 C.   Where God has me 
  1.   Reduce the influence of distant worldly voices. 
  2.   Increase the influence of known Jesus-surrendered voices. 
  3.   Recognize a biblical view of humanity and race and sin. 
*What truth am I ignoring in preference toward a truth I am more comfortable with? 


