
 

 

Easter Sunday April 17, 2022 
2 Corinthians 5:13-21 Pastor Matt Whiteford 
 
I. Introduction 
 A.   Life and philosophers 
  1.   “Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be lived forward.”  
   Soren Kierkegaard  
  2.   “Nobody gets to live life backward. Look ahead, that is where your future lies.” 
   Ann Landers 
  3.   “In my next life, I want to live life backwards. You start out dead and get that out of 

the way.”  Woody Allen 
 B.   Life and Jesus 
  1.   “As people of the resurrection, you and I are actually people of the future in the 

present.”  Derwin Gray 
  2.   Easter does not point to future hope, it brings future hope into the present. 
  3. *Easter is when Hope in person surprised the whole world by coming forward from 

the future into the present. 
II. Foretaste of the in-breaking Kingdom 

*Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; start at 14 
*v 16: Our point of view, our world view, changes. We no longer look at life in the same way. 
Now we view everything from the perspective of God, His Word, and His Kingdom. We no 
longer look upon people as we did before. 

 A.   Vs 16-17: We are brand new creations, future/present beings. 
  1.   We no longer stumble along trying to live this present life a little better until we one 

day die. 
  2.   Our secured future is that we will be raised to eternal life in God’s new world, not only 

to inhabit God’s new creation, a world filled with beauty and life and justice and 
freedom, but actually to run it on God’s behalf. 

  3. *We have seen the future and it is a world in which all things have been reconciled to 
God through Jesus Christ! And now, as resurrection people, we come from that future 
calling people to join us in that future now. 

 B.   Vs 18-21: We are ministers of reconciliation carrying the message of reconciliation. 
  1.   The view from here  
   a.   The present: division, hatred, strife, oppression between races, nations, people 

groups, social/economic/educational classes; a present defined by shifting allies 
and enemies 

   b.   The future: God, through Jesus, has established harmony and peace between 
enemies. These once enemies are reconciled and all hostilities have ceased and 
the love of Christ binds all together. 

c. *Our task as image-bearing, God-loving, Christ-shaped, Spirit-filled Christians 
following Jesus is to announce reconciliation to a world that has discovered its 
fallenness, to announce healing to a world that has discovered its brokenness, to 
proclaim love and trust to a world that only knows exploitation, fear, and 
suspicion. 



 

 

d. *We understand that God is creating a new race beginning with Christ. An 
individual in Christ is a new creation, not merely improved or reformed, but 
remade. Reconciliation is not just politely ignoring hostilities. It is the total removal 
of hostilities so there can be a relationship, a fellowship, between God and man 
that will produce sanctification leading to holiness and complete and total unity. 
This then applies to believers.  

  2.   Jesus’ resurrection accomplished two things. 
   a.   God has reconciled us to Himself through Christ. 
    1)  Paul (us)=opponent to God, but God established peace between us through 

Christ’s act of divine love and grace. 
    2)  Our sin is not counted against us if we are willing to seek forgiveness. 
   b.   God gave us the ministry of reconciliation. (Can you believe that?) 
    1)   Ministry: a service to others on God’s behalf, specifically, our lives devoted to 

making peace between God and humanity through the demonstration of the 
Gospel. 

    2)  Ambassadors: represented a nation/kingdom and communicated with other 
nations; we represent the Kingdom of God (the in-breaking future Kingdom) to 
other people and nations on the Earth in the present. 

    3)  Implore: begging and pleading; not impersonal or emotionally distanced, with 
great empathy and cost to ourselves like Jesus 

   c. *Sinful people, enemies of God, can be reconciled to God and become God’s 
righteousness. We are a foretaste of God’s in-breaking future Kingdom! 

III. What this means 
 A.   Our calling is to show the world a clear picture of the not-yet-fully-revealed Kingdom        

of God. 
  1.   Our love, unity, and hope must be otherworldly. 
  2.   More than anyone else in the world, we are about reconciliation, first with God and 

then with each other (love God and love neighbor). 
  3.   We may be sad or troubled by world affairs, but we know exactly where this goes 

and what is in store. 
 B.   Two categories this morning 
  1.   Need to be reconciled with God through Jesus 
  2.   Need to obey 

C. You’ve heard truth about you this morning. 
  1. Are you going to obey or are you going to ignore it? 

2. You have been entrusted the ministry of reconciliation, you don’t get to see people the 
same as you used to or are tempted to. Are you going to live as an ambassador, 
representing God and His Kingdom or participate in the world’s arguments and the 
world’s division? 

3. Amen. Absolute truth, steadfastness, and certainty. It is a declaration not only that an 
idea or statement or command is true but that I will act on that truth and face 
consequence if I don’t. Is your response to the truth you’ve heard this morning, Amen? 
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 FOLLOW UP FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

The last time your group met, was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on 
Scripture during your group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did 
you take (or not take), and is there any way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

     

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
16 From now on, then, we do not know anyone from a worldly perspective. Even if we have known Christ from 
a worldly perspective, yet now we no longer know him in this way. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has[d] come! 18 Everything is from God, Who has 
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 That is, in Christ, God 
was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the 
message of reconciliation to us. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” 21 He made the one who did not know sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

What does it mean to regard no one “from a worldly perspective” (v. 16, CSB; other 
translations say, “from a fleshly point of view”)? 
 

How is focusing on our earthly differences rather than our spiritual similarities a form of 
regarding others from a worldly perspective? 

 
The phrase “worldly perspective” (or “fleshly point of view”) in v. 16 is a good rendering of the 
Greek text (lit “according to the flesh”). There are always two conflicting perspectives on a 
situation: the natural versus the divine. For example, a natural view of Christ led to His 
crucifixion and to Paul’s persecution of Christ followers. But after the light of divine revelation 
broke in on Paul on the Damascus road, he could no longer know Him in this way (Acts 9). 
When we allow earthly or physical differences to distract us from the unity of the Gospel, we 
are not living within the will of God. Because of Jesus’ unifying work on the cross, the blinders 
have been removed from our eyes and we can see people for who they are-physical bodies on 
a spiritual journey, created and loved by God. We now have the freedom to put aside our 
worldly differences. We now have the freedom to see others the way God sees them, and 

1 Why is unity so important when working in a group setting? 

1 Someone read 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 in their Bible. 
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Christ is the bond that holds us together. Paul wrote in Galatians 3:28 (CSB), “There is no Jew 
or Greek, slave or free, male and female; since you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 

What does it mean to be an “ambassador” for Christ (v. 20)? Why do you think Paul 
chose this word to describe the role of the Christian in the world? 
 

How might striving for unity coincide with our call to be ambassadors for Christ in this 
world? 

 
Whether we readily admit it or not, we all have preconceived notions about other people 
based on their ethnicity, income, or background. But Christians can’t view anyone in a purely 
human way. Just as we were made a new creation when we became Christians, so God is 
willing and able to make new creations out of anyone else we come in contact with. We are 
His agents in this process as we actively seek to share the Gospel with others. We experience 
unity in our church when we rally around the Gospel as we share it with others and see them 
become new creations in Christ. New life in Christ destroys the things that often separate us: 
race, income, education, and more. In Christ, we are each a son or daughter of our Father and 
King. The ground at the foot of the cross is level. The cross brings unity. 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 
How would your life change if you saw yourself (first and foremost) as one sent by God on His 
mission? 

 

2 
As God’s priest, how can you (on a daily basis) show the world a clear picture of the not-yet fully 
revealed Kingdom of God to the world? How can you make this a priority as you follow Jesus? 

 

3 If what we looked at tonight in God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your life? 
 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: Series in Acts 
Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use next Sunday’s message and worship service to 
transform the minds and lives of those who participate in it. Remember to take good notes during the 
message so you are ready to add to the discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
 

 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
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KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might 
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This 
guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you 
feel will help your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, 
preparing your heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, 
but want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 

 COMMENTARY 
 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 
 

5:16 The phrase “in a purely human way” is a good rendering of the Greek text (lit “according to the flesh”). There are always two 
conflicting perspectives on a situation: the natural versus the divine. A natural view of Christ led to His crucifixion and to Paul’s persecution 
of Christ-followers. After the light of divine revelation broke in on Paul on the Damascus road, he could no longer know Him in this way 
(Acts 9). 
 
5:17-18 The words “in Christ” refer to being in union with Him. Genuine conversion begins life transformation, but not by reforming the old 
nature. The indwelling Spirit creates divine life in believers (Romans 8:8-10), enabling a life of new things. Other New Testament passages 
communicate this truth by using language such as “born again” or “regeneration” (John 3:3-8; Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:23). Those who were 
enemies of God have now become friends by being reconciled to Him. God’s wrath against sin was satisfied in the death of His Son. 
Sinners—who formerly put self-interest above God’s glory (Romans 1:21; 3:23)—have been brought to cherish God as their highest 
treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6). The ministry of reconciliation—being an agent of this good news—was Paul’s special responsibility, but the 
task belongs to all who have received this ministry. 
 
5:19-21 What Christ did, God did. Christ’s death mainly affected the world, that is, human sinners (rather than evil supernatural beings, for 
whom no divine provision for reconciliation has been made). Christ’s death upholds God’s righteousness. Trespasses were placed on the 
One Who did not know sin. In return, the righteousness of God is credited (imputed) to all who are in Him. The message of reconciliation is 
known to others only when ambassadors for Christ spread it. The Great Commission is the responsibility of reconciled human beings, not 
angels (Matthew 28:18-20). 
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