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 CHECK-IN QUESTIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human 
passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, 
living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to this 
they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they 
will give account to Him Who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the Gospel was 
preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the 
Spirit the way God does.  
 

In what ways do our lives as Christians separate us from non-believers? What does it look 
like to resist ungodly living, while still being available to people who are lost in sin? 
 

How have you intentionally or unintentionally judged and slandered others? Is it easier to 
judge others than to live like the church of priests we are called to be? 

 

 
7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 
Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves 
by the strength that God supplies - in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 
Him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

1 What is something you are thankful for this past week? 

2 What has stressed you out this week? 

3 How can we respond to the needs just expressed in our group, and those in our community? 

4 
The last time your group met, was there anything you committed to after reflecting on Scripture? 
Were you obedient to what God laid before you? What steps did you take, or not take? How can 
we help? 

1 Someone read 1 PETER 4:1-6. 

2 Someone read 1 PETER 4:7-11. 

PRAY, LOVE, SERVE 

1 PETER 4:1-11 
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What did Peter tell his readers to do during this time of waiting? Specifically, how did 
Peter tell his readers to relate to one another? 
 

Why is it so important for both our church body and the world around us to love, 
serve, and pray with one another? 
 

What do these verses (1-11) reveal about God and His character? 
 

What do these verses (1-11) reveal about people – both our relationship with God and our 
relationships with other people? 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (HOW IS THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADING YOU TO CHANGE, BASED ON THE TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD)  
 

1 
On Sunday, Matt made this statement: When your propensity towards offense exceeds the love 
you have for others, you might be missing something with Jesus. When has this been true in your 
life? What was lacking in your relationship with Jesus? 

 

2 How might God use our response to suffering as a tool to help others see His glory and purpose? 
 

3 
ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTION: Assuming that God’s Word is true, what needs to change in your 
life based on what we looked at tonight? Who in your life needs to hear about what the Holy Spirit 
is revealing to you? Be ready to share your experience! 

 

 HELP OUR MONDAY NIGHT COMMUNITY BY DONATING CLOTHING AND WINTER COATS 
 

With the colder weather comes a great opportunity to meet physical needs of those 
around us. Donations can be dropped off in the Welcome Center on Sundays or at 
the church office during the week. There is a special need for men's jeans and 
closed-toe shoes for both men and women. We also welcome adult backpacks, 
blankets, and sleeping bags. Email rescue@cpmodesto.org with any questions. 

 

 CLOSING PRAYER 
If you have not already done so, take some time to share needs and praises to your group so that you can 
pray for one another, both during your group and throughout the week.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: 1 PETER 4:12-19 
Take time before Sunday to pray that the Holy Spirit would move in your life and in the church as we gather. 
As you hear from the Spirit, ask God for the courage needed to obey the Spirit’s direction in your life. Bring 
that and any notes from Sunday to add to the conversation you will have together. 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group 
so you can be praying for each other during the week. 
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 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise. Once a praise 
or a need is shared, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next person. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray.  
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 

 COMMENTARY 
 

1 PETER 4:1-11 
 

4:1-6. Peter commanded believers, as temporary residents who looked to Christ as their example, to suffer and separate themselves from 
the practices of those who slandered them. God will condemn the slanderers and vindicate believers in Heaven’s court. 
 

4:5. The “living and the dead” means anyone who has ever lived, or people of all generations. 
 

4:6. “Those who are now dead” seems to refer to deceased believers in Christ. When they were alive, the Gospel was preached to them. 
While on Earth they were judged by men in the fleshly realm, or condemned and martyred on account of the Gospel. But they now live by 
God in the spiritual realm, Heaven. 
 

4:7-11. Peter commanded believers to maintain their unity while doing everything to God’s glory. 
 

4:8. The phrase “love covers a multitude of sins” means that love repeatedly forgives (Proverbs10:12). 
 

4:9. When being persecuted, it is easy to snipe and complain even at other believers; thus, Peter’s command to be hospitable to one another. 
 

4:10. The words “based on the gift each one has received” refer to a spiritual gift. Spiritual gifts are divine endowments that God entrusts to 
believers as stewards. 
 

4:11. Christians should manage and use their spiritual gifts to God’s glory, just as God intends. 


