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 ACCOUNTABILITY FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

Was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on Scripture last week during your 
group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did you take, and is there any 
way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
All people live under the rules and guidance of authority figures. Whether that authority is a local or national 
governing authority or a supervisor at work, we all know what it means to live under the authority of another 
person. For Kingdom disciples, the ruling and reigning authority is Jesus Christ. It is important to understand 
what had to take place in the supernatural realms so that Jesus could be given this authority. Let’s dig into the 
challenging but important reality of what the Bible teaches and how it impacts us! 
 

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when 
they saw Him they worshiped Him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
Heaven and on Earth has been given to Me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

Why did Jesus lead up to His command with a statement of His authority? 
 

Where did this authority come from? Who had this authority before it was given  
to Jesus? 

 
The goal of Kingdom disciples is to live transformed lives that transfer the values of the 
Kingdom of God to Earth so that they replicate themselves in the lives of others. The result of 
such replication is God’s exercising His rule and authority from Heaven to history through His 
Kingdom disciples. 

1 What sources of authority lead and influence the way you live? 

2 
What is your level of comfort with discussing the supernatural reality we see in God’s Word? 
Whatever your response might be - should our level of comfort determine what we seek to 
understand? 

1 Someone read Matthew 28:16-20 for the group. 
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Why do we sometimes treat “Go therefore and make disciples ...” like a polite request 
instead of an authoritative command from Jesus? 

 

 

What does God accuse the “gods,” or spiritual beings, of in this Psalm? 
 

God is surrounded by a group called “the divine council.”  This is a group of elohim that have 
been delegated authority to rule over nations and people groups. But these “gods” are evil. 
These elohim, or spiritual beings, used their power to lead humans into wickedness by 
exploiting the weak, fatherless, afflicted, and poor. And because these gods have gone 
wayward, the nations they rule are walking in darkness. The sin of the gods (elohim) 
has a profound destructive effect on Earth. In response, God pronounces judgment on 
these lesser spiritual beings. 

 

Is this idea of other spiritual beings and God ruling over a divine council new to you? 
Why is this important to understand? 

 

 
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 
with Him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them 
to open shame, by triumphing over them in Him. 
 

What did Jesus’ death accomplish for humanity? 
 

Who are the “rulers and authorities” in v. 15? What has Christ done to them through  
His death on the cross? 
 

Looking at what is laid out in the passages above and the others Travis referenced on Sunday 
(Gen 3:1-5, Gen 6:1-7, Gen 11:1-9, Deut 32:7-9, 1 Cor 2:1-2, 7-8) – Why is it important to 
know that there are fallen spiritual beings that, although we may not see them, we know 
are working to influence people into rebellion against God? 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 How might a greater awareness of Jesus’ power, authority and what He accomplished on the 
cross give you confidence to live out His command of making disciples? 

 

2 Whether someone seems like your friend, a stranger or an enemy - how might you need to look 
at people differently because of the impact the Gospel can have in their lives? 

 

3 
If what we read in the Bible on Sunday and tonight is true, what impact does it have on our life? 
What is something you need to change or do, so your actions, thoughts and words are 
consistent with what was revealed in God’s Word? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
Close your time in prayer with your group. 
 

2 Someone read Psalm 82 in their Bible for the group. 

3 Someone read Colossians 2:13-15 for the group. 
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 NEXT WEEK: CITIZEN Week 3 
 

Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use these messages and the truth in His word to 
transform the minds and lives of those who hear it. Pray that God would move you and others in our church 
to live out what is revealed in His word. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
 
 COMMENTARY 
 

MATTHEW 28:16-20 
 

28:18 Before the resurrection, Jesus had authority (7:29; 9:6,8; 11:27; 21:23). However, through the resurrection, the Father granted Him all authority 
over heaven and earth, an authority far greater than that which Satan had vainly promised Him. 
 

28:19 The command to extend their mission worldwide brings to a climax Matthew’s repeated theme of Gentile participation in God’s salvation. The 
inclusion of four Gentile women in Jesus’ genealogy and the summons of the magi to worship the infant Christ foreshadowed the disciples’ mission of 
making disciples of all nations. Baptism marked a person’s entrance into the faith community. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit is a reference to the Trinity. Matthew’s language shows that a clear understanding of Jesus’ nature and identity as God was required 
before baptism. 
 

28:20 The Great Commission (vs. 19-20) is preceded by a reference to Jesus’ authority and followed by the promise of Jesus’ spiritual presence 
among us. Both are necessary if we are to fulfill our God-given mission. 
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PSALM 82 
 
82:1 The phrase “God has taken His place” indicates sentencing or judgment in progress (74:22; 94:2; Isa 
3:13; 33:10) since judges normally sat (Ex 18:14; Jdg 4:5; Isa 28:6). The divine assembly has its equivalents 
in Ugaritic, Mesopotamian, and Egyptian mythology, where it refers to “lesser gods” in a pantheon. In the 
OT, the designation either refers to heavenly servant beings (103:19) or judges and governors appointed by 
God as political leaders (Ex 21:6; 22:8; 2Ch 19:5-6). The Scriptures place God in the presence of a divine 
council consisting of good and evil spirits (1Ki 22:19-22), sometimes designated as “sons of God” (Job 1:6-
12; Ps 82:6). The emphasis on judgment (vv. 1-3,8) reinforces the failure of God’s servants. 
 
82:2 God formally indicted the appointed officials for social injustice since their decisions favored those who 
were wicked. 
 
82:5 The psalmist characterized the officials as those who did not know or understand, using language 
reminiscent of the impotent idols often depicted by the prophet Isaiah as blind, deaf, mute, and powerless 
(Isa 44:9,18; 46:1-2,6-7; Jer 10:3-5). The distorted administration of justice disrupted the cosmic order as 
originally intended by God, threatening the foundations on which God had established the world. 
 
82:6-7 Kings who failed to perform responsibly and ethically deserved death. The concept finds support in 
the book of Ezekiel (Ezek 28:1-19), where the Lord banished His divine servant, the king of Tyre, from His 
presence to die like a common man. 
 
82:8 The Lord as Creator and King restores cosmic balance through the exercise of divine judgment on the 
nations. 
 
COLOSSIANS 2:13-15 
 

2:13 Prior to their faith in Christ, the Colossians were spiritually dead in trespasses (Eph 2:1-3) and cut off 
from God’s people because they were Gentiles (Eph 2:11-12). However, in Christ, God made them alive and 
forgave all their sins (Eph 2:4-8). 
 
2:14 The “certificate of debt” may refer to a handwritten document or to the Mosaic law. Paul typically 
viewed the law’s purpose as revealing the guilt of sinners (Dt 27:26; Rm 7:13; 1Co 15:56; Gal 3:10). Some 
Jewish writings, likewise, speak of God keeping records of people’s sins as debts against them. God, 
however, has abolished those records through Christ’s substitutionary atonement that was accomplished 
when He died on the cross. 
 
2:15 The phrase “disgraced them publicly” relates to God humiliating these spiritual rulers in a public 
spectacle of shame and defeat. The word “triumphed” evokes the imagery of a triumphal procession where a 
victorious general would lead a parade to display the booty and prisoners of war from his conquest. 


