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 ACCOUNTABILITY FROM LAST WEEK’S LIVE IT OUT QUESTIONS 
 

Was there anything you committed to doing after reflecting on Scripture last week during your 
group? Did you follow through with that commitment, what steps did you take, and is there any 
way we can help? 

 

 GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER (USE JUST ONE OR ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS TO CONNECT AS YOU START YOUR CONVERSATION)  
 

 

 
As citizens, we understand what it means to submit to governing authorities, as well as to the laws and leaders 
of our country. Our citizenship determines the way we live. However, all followers of Christ have dual 
citizenship, both in their country of origin as well as in Heaven. The greatest allegiance we have is to Jesus and 
the Kingdom He is building—so much so, it impacts every area of our lives as we submit ourselves to the 
Gospel of Jesus and His Father’s Kingdom. 
 

 QUICK REVIEW (OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO SHARE WHAT MOST STOOD OUT FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s message, was there anything you heard that caught your 
attention, encouraged, challenged, or confused you? 
 

 DIG DEEPER (OBSERVATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURE OR COMPLEMENTARY SCRIPTURES FROM SUNDAY’S MESSAGE) 
 

 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the Gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time 
is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel.” 
 

Jesus said repent and believe the Gospel. How are the ideas of repentance and faith 
central to the Gospel and being a citizen of God’s Kingdom? 
 

What was controversial about what Jesus was teaching? How might His first audience 
have understood this teaching? 

 
Jesus came on the scene and immediately diagnosed the problem with the world. People were 
sinners and in rebellion against God. Such teaching was not popular in Jesus’ day, and it is not 
popular in ours. People want to assume they have it all together. To suggest that not only do 
they not have it together, but also that they need to actively renounce the way they’re living, is 
a hard teaching. The call to follow Jesus is the call to repent, or to do a 180-degree turn and 
head in the opposite direction. Following Jesus comes at the cost of our desires and will. 

 

1 What words would you use to describe Christians? Choose words that are essential to what it 
means to be a Christian.  

2 In your own words, what is the “Kingdom of God”? 

1 Someone read Mark 1:14-15 for the group. 
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33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?”34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about Me?” 35 Pilate 
answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What have You 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not of this world. If My Kingdom were of this world, my servants 
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But My Kingdom is not from the 
world. 37 Then Pilate said to Him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this 
purpose, I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone 
who is of the truth listens to My voice.” 

 

How did Pilate (an earthly ruler) and Jesus (the heavenly ruler) have different ideas 
about the Kingdom? 

 
What is the difference between being a part-time visitor and a full-time citizen in the 
Kingdom of God? Which are you? 
 
According to Jesus’ words in v. 37, how can we tell if we are citizens of His Kingdom? 

 

 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40 But the other rebuked Him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into Your Kingdom.” 43 And He said 
to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise.” 

 

How was the second criminal’s faith revealed in what he said? How does this give us 
hope for forgiveness? 
 
How did the two criminals’ view of Jesus differ? How do the differences between how 
they viewed Jesus reveal the choice we have in how we respond to Him? 
 

The first criminal who spoke out wanted to use Jesus—His power and deity—to save himself 
from suffering the punishment for his crimes. He saw Jesus as a savior, but not a king.  
However, the second criminal recognized his own sinfulness compared to Jesus’ deity and 
holiness. Even as they were all on their crosses, the second criminal believed that Jesus was 
still the King of kings, evidenced by his request for Jesus to remember him in His kingdom. 

  

 LIVE IT OUT (DISCUSS HOW YOU CAN LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS YOU JUST OBSERVED IN SCRIPTURE)  
 

1 Are there times when you, like the first criminal in Luke 23, only see Jesus as your Savior, but not 
your King? What has that looked like? 

 

2 If Jesus is our King, what do you need to change so your thoughts & behaviors are aligned with 
how a citizen of God’s Kingdom should live? 

 
 CLOSING PRAYER 
Close your time in prayer with your group. 
 

2 Someone read John 18:33-37 for the group. 

3 Someone read Luke 23:39-43 for the group. 
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 NEXT WEEK: CITIZEN Week 2 
 

Take some time before Sunday to pray that God would use these messages and the truth in His word to 
transform the minds and lives of those who hear it. Pray that God would move you and others in our church 
to live out what is revealed in His word. Remember to take good notes so you are ready to add to the 
discussion your home group will have! 
 

 PRAISE/PRAYER REQUESTS (TRY TO HAVE ONE OR A FEW PEOPLE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME) 
Use this space or the back of this paper to write the requests and find a way to share those with the group so you can 
be praying for each other during the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Home Group. Here are some tips to help make group prayer be a life-giving 
aspect of your group. 
 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request or praise during the 
prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on 
to the next request or praise. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: If your group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one should be required to pray. 
 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. No one should be required to pray out loud.  
 

How to Use this Discussion Guide 
This guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create a healthy environment for Gospel 
community, growing in friendship, and becoming like Jesus together. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group. 
 

With that in mind, please review the guide before your group meets to see if some content or questions might resonate 
more or less with your group. Don’t feel the need to ask every question during your group discussion. This guide is not 
meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from the guide you feel will help 
your group grow in Gospel community. In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your 
heart, and asking God for wisdom and guidance as you lead. We are praying for you too! 
 

Visit cpmodesto.org/groupleaders to download the sermon discussion guide every week. Not in a Home Group, but 
want to be in one? Visit cpmodesto.org/homegroups and use the Home Group Finder! 
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 COMMENTARY 
 

MARK 1:14-15 
 

The words “after John was arrested” indicate an interval between vs. 13 and 14, possibly as long as a year if this parallels John 4:3,43. Mark 
did not include Jesus’ early Judean ministry (John 3:22-36). Further details about John’s arrest and execution appear in Mark 6:17-29. In the 
person of Jesus, the Kingdom of God was so near that announcement of its arrival demanded immediate response - repent and believe. 
 

JOHN 18:33-37 
 

The incredulous Pilate could not imagine this broken and beaten man before him was the King of the Jews. But Jesus would not give him the 
satisfaction of claiming or disclaiming such an office. All this turned Pilate’s disdain for the Jews up another notch in v. 35. He characterized 
this entire trial as petty religious bickering among these Jews whom he was authorized to control. Vs. 36–37 offer poignant truth from the 
lips of the Lord. All earthly kingdoms find their source with sinful humanity, but Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this world. It needs no human 
defense. Jesus was not referring to the ultimate millennial kingdom; His spiritual Kingdom of truth represents the lordship of the King over 
the lives of His people. Who forms this Kingdom? “Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice”, said Jesus. Once again Jesus set truth as 
the dividing standard for right and wrong. But if truth was all He cared about, He posed no threat to Rome. Pilate would have to weasel out 
of this situation in some other way. 
 

LUKE 23:39-43 
 

In the midst of this display of unbelief and mockery, the other criminal came to understand the difference between his own guilt and Jesus’ 
innocence (this man has done nothing wrong). He also realized that Jesus was the Messiah and asked to take part in His coming Kingdom. 
Jesus assured him that, after death, he would immediately be reunited with Him in paradise (eternal life beyond the grave; see 2 Cor. 12:4). 


