Worship

In the time of the Old Testament God laid down strict requirements for
his worship. Among other things, the Mosaic law described in great
detail how the worshiper was to bring his sacrifice and how he was to
keep himself ceremonially clean. The holy of holies, where God dwelt,
could be entered only once a year by the high priest, and then only after
an elaborate ritual.

With the New Testament there came a new freedom. The apostle Peter
declared that these many rules had been a great burden to the Israelites,
one that they had been unable to bear. But now the sacrifice had been
made once and for all by Christ; now the real sanctification had come
through God’s Spirit; now the veil to the holy of holies had been torn
from the top to the bottom, opening the way to God for all who would
worship him in spirit and in truth.

But this new freedom did not mean that the worship of God was to be
any less pure. The New Testament worship is to be that of the heart; but
it is not to be what the New Testament calls “will worship.” That is, one
may not worship God just as he happens to be inclined. The true
wortship of the heart is according to the will of God.

Some people take it for granted that they can approach God in their
own time and in their own way. Perhaps they substitute Bible reading at
home for attendance at church; perhaps they believe they can worship
God without coming to him through his Son, Jesus Christ. They think it
is their human right to worship God as they will.

True worshipers do not come simply as they will; but they search the
wotd of God, so that they may come to worship in spirit and in truth.

God is spirit,

and those who
worship him must
worship

in spirit and in truth.
John 4:24
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THE LORD’S DAY August 17, 2025

MORNING WORSHIP — 11:00 A.M.

THE LORD CALLS US TO HIMSELF

Salutation and Call to Worship
*Hymn of Praise # 660
*Invocation

*Hymn of Praise # 343

“O God beyond All Praising’

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

CONFESSION OF SIN AND THE LORD’S ASSURANCE
The Law of God Matthew 22:37-40

Confession of Sin (Congregation in Unison)

Almighty, eternal God and Father, we confess and acknowledge unto thee
that we were conceived in unrighteousness and are full of sin and
transgression in all our life. We do not fully believe thy Word nor follow thy
holy commandments. Remember thy goodness, we beseech thee, and for thy
Name's sake be gracious unto us, and forgive us our iniquity which, alas, is
great.

Assurance of Forgiveness
Psalm 103:8 The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Psalm 103:10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.
Psalm 103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
Psalm 103:12  as far as the east is from the west,

so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
OFFERING OURSELVES IN THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER
Worship in Giving
Hymn of Thanksgiving # 255
Worship in Prayer

“O Jesus, We Adore Thee”

Interlude

*Congregation Standing
We extend a cordial welcome to each visitor!
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THE LORD FEEDS US FROM HIS WORD

“The Ten Commandments”
Isaiah 37:21-35

Sermon SENNACHERIB’S FALL
*Hymn of Response # 178 “There Is No Name So Sweet on Earth”’

*Hymn of Preparation # 724
Sermon Text

THE LORD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSING

*Gloria Patri (Praising our Gracious Lord) # 734
*The Lord’s Benediction

Announcements

Today, 10:00am. Adult Sunday School class. We are studying the book
of Ephesians.

Today, 12:30pm. A potluck luncheon will be held in the church. All are

welcome.

Tuesday, 7:30pm. Weekly Bible Study at the church or via Zoom. We
are studying the book of Deuteronomy. Our Bible study at the church
begins with dinner at 7:00pm, followed by a time of study at 7:30pm.
For information on attending the study via Zoom, please send an email
to Pastor Wayne at wforkner86@mac.com.

Saturday, September 13, 12:00pm — 4:00pm. Our annual Fall church
picnic takes place at Picnic Area #4 (near the concrete slide) at
Codornices Park in Berkeley (1201 Euclid Ave., Berkeley, CA 94708).



